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manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information,
the disclosure of which could impair the for-
eign relations, the national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the
performance of the Executive’s constitutional
duties. The Secretary of State will, of course,
continue as a matter of comity to keep the
Congress appropriately informed of the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs activities.

A provision of the Act defines a particular
entity as the “Government of Sudan” for pur-
poses of implementing the Act. The execu-
tive branch shall construe the Act in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority for the United States to rec-
ognize foreign states and to determine what
constitutes the governments of such foreign
states.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 21, 2002.

Note: H.R. 5531, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-245.

Statement on the Sudan Peace Act
October 21, 2002

I commend the Congress for passing the
Sudan Peace Act. This Act, passed with bi-
partisan support, demonstrates that the Con-
gress shares my commitment to help end suf-
fering and promote a just peace in Sudan.
For too long, the people of Sudan have en-
dured slavery, violence, disease, and forced
starvation. Last year, I appointed former
Senator John Danforth as my envoy to help
bring peace and stability to Sudan. Senator
Danforth and others, working with regional
governments, especially the Government of
Kenya, have established an unprecedented
opportunity to end the war in Sudan and to
lay the foundations for a just and lasting
peace.

The Sudan Peace Act presses the parties
in Sudan to seize this historic opportunity
and to end the war and suffering. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan must choose between the
path to peace and the path to continued war
and destruction. If it makes the right choice,
that course will mean improvement in the
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lives of all Sudanese, better bilateral relations
with the United States, and the beginning
of its reacceptance into the community of
peace-loving nations.

Remarks in Downingtown,
Pennsylvania

October 22, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Listen,
thanks for coming out this morning. It’s such
an honor to be here. I appreciate—I appre-
ciate your interest in our country. I appre-
ciate your interest in our democracy. I want
to thank you for caring about——

Audience member. Viva Bush/!

The President. Gracias. [Laughter]

As I was saying, I want to thank you for
caring about the elections—the upcoming
elections. It’s vitally important that citizens
all across our country take their responsibil-
ities seriously and to show up to the polls.
Of course, I've got a few suggestions on who
those citizens might support, starting with
right here in Pennsylvania.

It is in Pennsylvania’s interests that Jim
Gerlach become the next United States Con-
gressman. I say that with confidence, because
he is a good, honorable man who’s got a
good, strong record. People know he’s the
kind of fellow who does in office that which
he says he’s going to do. He’s got a track
record that inspires confidence from people
of both political parties, people who don’t
care about political parties. No, he’s the right
man for this job, and I want to thank you
for supporting him.

I say supporting him—thanks for showing
up. But just showing up isn’t good enough.
See, I understand how you win elections, and
that’s when people such as yourself not only
go to the polls, but you convince your neigh-
bors to go to the polls. You go to your com-
munity centers, your houses of worship,
your—wherever you go to hang out—(laugh-
ter]—your coffee shops, and you tell your
neighbors about their responsibility. And
while you're doing that, you tell your neigh-
bors about Jim and others running for office.

And while you're telling them about Jim,
you might as well tell them about your next
Governor. When you're out rounding up the
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vote, make sure you round up the vote for
Mike Fisher and Jane Earll. T know some-
thing about his track record in getting votes.
In the year 2000, I was a pretty heavy lift
for the ticket, I must confess, here in Penn-
sylvania. He out-polled me by not 1,000
votes, not tens of thousands of votes, but
hundreds of thousands of votes. This is a man
who can appeal to people of both parties,
because people in Pennsylvania know he can
get the job done.

No, we're here to thank you for your care
about America. I'm here to thank you for
your participation in the political process. I'm
here to ask you to turn out the vote. I'm here
to ask you to do whatever it takes to make
sure you crank up a good, healthy vote. It’s
important for our country. I'm also here to
talk about how we can work together to make
America a safer and stronger and better
place.

Before I do, I want to recognize a fine
United States Senator, and that is Arlen
Specter. I'm proud that Arlen is here with
us today. And I'm sorry that old Rick
Santorum isn’t going to be here, but he’s a
good fellow. He’s a good fellow too. I appre-
ciate these two Senators a lot.

I'll tell you one reason I appreciate them—
because they understand what it takes to
have a good Federal judiciary. I've appointed
good people to the bench, good, solid citizens
who are not only fine lawyers but people who
understand their job is not to serve as a legis-
lator but as a judge. We've got plenty of legis-
lators. What we need are good, solid, sound
judges. And the record of the United States
Senate is abysmal when it comes to con-
firming my judges. It is a lousy record.

If we had more Senators like Specter and
Santorum, we would get the judges through.
We would have a record for which the Senate
could be proud. We need to change the Sen-
ate for a lot of reasons, and one of them is
to make sure we've got a good, sound Federal
judiciary.

I appreciate Governor Schweiker for being
here. I appreciate his service to the State of
Pennsylvania. He has done a really fine job.
He has done a good job, and I'm proud of
his service, and I know he is as well. T appre-
ciate Mark. He’s a friend. I'm honored you’re
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here today, Mark, and thanks for doing what
you did for the good folks of Pennsylvania.

I want to thank the members—I want to
thank the members here from the mighty
Pennsylvania congressional delegation. That
would be Greenwood, Platts, Pitts, and Sher-
wood. These fine Members of the United
States Congress have been steady friends and
strong allies, and they represent your State
with class and distinction. Thank you all for
coming.

We've got another candidate on stage
who—we certainly hope she wins. That
would be Melissa Brown, running for the
United States Congress. Melissa is running
on a lot of issues. One issue she holds dear
to her heart, as do I, is medical liability re-
form. It is a key issue. And one of the things
we've got to worry about is the affordability
of health care and the accessibility of health
care. We want to make sure our citizens have
got access to health care at reasonable prices.
One of the reasons why prices is rising is
because of frivolous and junk lawsuits against
our medical community.

Everybody ought to have access to the
courts, and that’s vital. People ought to be
able to take their claims to the court of law.
But the problem is, the scales of justice have
tipped way too far one direction. There are
too many lawsuits which prevent good people
from getting their cases heard. There are too
many lawsuits which are driving up the cost
of medicine. There are too many lawsuits
which are driving good doctors out of the
practice of medicine. We need medical liabil-
ity reform.

I appreciate you running, Melissa, and I
wish you all the best. I want to thank Alan
Novak and Bob Asher and all the good folks
who are the grassroots activists here in Penn-
sylvania. I appreciate your care and your con-
cern for our country.

Today, unfortunately, you draw—you drew
the short straw. Laura is somewhere else.
[Laughter] She sends her best. She’s doing
great, by the way. She is—I'm really proud
of her.

Audience member. We love Laural

The President. Yes, so do 1. [Laughter]
Thanks for saying that. People now have fig-
ured out why I asked her to marry me. A
lot of people are wondering why she said yes.
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[Laughter] But she’s a great First Lady. I
love her dearly. I'm proud of her. And I want
to thank you for your concern for her too.

I'm concerned about making America a
stronger and safer and better place; that’s
what I'm concerned about. I'm concerned
about making sure that we meet some impor-
tant goals. One of the most important goals
of all is to make sure every child in America
gets a good education. It’s an incredibly im-
portant goal. That’s one of the priorities of
Jim Gerlach. He understands that's an im-
portant goal and priority if we want our coun-
try to be hopeful and strong.

We passed good legislation. The legislation
challenges what I call the soft bigotry of low
expectations. See, Jim understands this phi-
losophy. These Members of Congress do as
well, as does Arlen Specter. He knows that
in order for us to have a hopeful society, we
must as a society set high standards. We've
got to believe every child can learn. It doesn’t
matter where they go to school. It doesn’t
matter if their parents speak English as a first
language. It matters that we believe every
child can learn.

We believe in local control of schools. See,
we trust the people in Pennsylvania more
than we trust the folks in Washington, DC,
to chart the path to excellence. We believe
you ought to work with your Governors and
your school boards to make sure that children
get the right curriculum and the right basic
education in order to succeed. That's why
we believe you've got to trust parents and
teachers. We believe in promoting the basics
when it comes to subjects such as reading.
That’s what we believe.

But we also believe this: If every child can
learn, therefore we want to know whether
every child is learning, all across our country.
So therefore, in return for the largest in-
crease in Federal expenditures for edu-
cation—that was last year—Pennsylvania re-
ceives $1.7 billion from the Federal Govern-
ment—the largest amount of dollars spent,
we’re now, for the first time, asking the ques-
tion, is the money being wisely spent? For
the first time, we’re beginning to—we’re say-
ing, “Show us whether or not the children
of any State, children who are in the districts
that receive this money, whether or not they
can read and write and add and subtract.”
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We want to know, because we believe every
child can learn. We believe that every child
in America has the potential, and we want
to see whether or not they're learning.

And if—and if they are, if standards are
being met, if our vision that every child can
learn is successful, we’ll praise the teachers.
And for those of you who teach, thanks for
taking on such a noble cause and working
in a noble profession. But as a society, to
make sure no child gets left behind, we must
be willing to challenge failure, to challenge
the status quo. When we find children in
schools which won’t teach and won’t change,
we must have the courage as a society to de-
mand something different for our children.
No child should be left behind in America.

I look forward to welcoming yet another
ally in this vision from the State of Pennsyl-
vania, and that ally will be Jim Gerlach.

I also know I will have an ally when it
comes to dealing with your money. You
know, one of the interesting things some-
times you hear in the debate in Washington,
they're talking about the Government’s
money. “Well, the Government spent this
money; the Government spent that money.”
No, no, it’s not the Government’s money. It’s
the people’s money.

Anytime somebody is looking for a job and
can’t find work means we’ve got a problem.
So long as there are people trying to put
bread on the table for their families and they
can’t find work, we've got to do everything
we can to increase the job base.

Therefore, it’s important to send people
to Congress who understand jobs, under-
stand the role of Government is not to create
wealth but an environment in which the
small business can grow to be a big business,
in which the entrepreneurial flourish—entre-
preneurial spirit can flourish in America.

When times are slow or when the economy
is bumping along, one of the ways to make
sure that the job base is invigorated is to let
people keep more of their own money. See,
when you keep more of your own money,
you're likely to demand a good or a service.
And when you demand a good or a service
in this marketplace, somebody is likely to
produce the good or a service. And when
somebody produces the good or a service,
somebody is more likely to find work. The
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tax relief plan came at exactly the right time
for our country’s economy.

Over the next 10 years, the tax relief plan
means there will be $58 billion more in
Pennsylvania citizen’s pockets over 10 years.
That’s your money. You get to decide what
to do with the money. You get to decide how
to spend it. There will be $7 billion in child
tax credit savings. There will be $3 billion
as the marriage penalty begins to get re-
duced.

By the way, the marriage penalty is a bad
tax. The code ought to encourage marriage,
not discourage marriage. That’s a savings of
$68 billion more money in your pockets if
the tax cuts were permanent. But they’re not
permanent. Senate rules have it that the tax
cuts won’t be permanent. That's why this is
an issue in this campaign. In order for small
businesses to plan, in order to make sure a
horrible tax, the death tax—I say horrible;
it’s bad on small businesses; it’s bad on farm-
ers; it’s bad on ranchers. If youre worried
about urban sprawl, you ought to be for the
permanent repeal of the death tax, so people
aren’t forced to sell their properties because
the Federal Government—I[applause]. For
the good of our economy, for the good of
job creation, for the good of a stimulative
package, we need to make sure the tax cuts
are permanent.

I mean, there’s a lot of things we can work
on together. We need an energy bill which
encourages conservation and renewables but
also makes us less dependent on foreign
sources of crude oil. We need a terrorism
insurance package that will get our hardhats
back to work. No, there’s a lot Congress can
do to make sure that the jobs picture im-
proves for everybody, all across America. I
look forward to working with Jim in the
United States Congress to make sure that
people who want to find work are able to
do so, all across the country.

And as we work to make America a strong-
er place economically, we've also got to work
to make it a safer place. And I say that be-
cause so long as we love freedom—and we
love freedom—there’s going to be an enemy
which hates America. It’s hard to explain to
your youngsters why somebody would hate
us. But you've just got to tell them there are
some who have hijacked a great religion.
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These people don't value life like we do in
America. See, we say every life matters.
Everybody’s precious. Everybody counts.

That’s not how our enemy thinks. They're
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers.
They hate freedom. They hate countries
which embrace freedom. And therefore, they
hate us since we’re the beacon for freedom.
We love our freedoms, and we will not
change.

Times have changed in America. Times
have changed after September the 11th. It
used to be we thought oceans would protect
us. A lot of us growing up said, “We don’t
have to really worry about some of the con-
flicts overseas. We may be involved, we may
not be involved, because were protected,
we're isolated from the harsh realities of
some of the killings that were taking place
on different continents, so we could pick and
choose.” We don’t have any choice in this
new war, see. We learned that the enemy
has taken the battlefield to our very own
country. My most important job is to protect
America. My most important job is to do ev-
erything we possibly can to protect innocent
life from a group of killers.

That's why I've started and stimulated a
discussion on Iraq. I wanted the American
people to know that there’s a new reality
which we face, a reality that oceans no longer
protect us, the reality that this person in Iraq
has killed his own people with weapons of
mass destruction, a reality that he has in-
vaded countries, the reality that he has stiffed
the United Nations for 11 years. Sixteen dif-
ferent resolutions have been passed calling
on this man to disarm. Sixteen times he’s ig-
nored world mandates. These are the reali-
ties we face, and we must deal with it.

I appreciate the Members of the Senate;
I appreciate the Members of the House of
Representatives for voting overwhelmingly to
send with one voice this message, that Sad-
dam Hussein must disarm, that the world—
for the sake of peace, for the sake of peace
here at home, for the sake of peace in the
Middle East, for the sake of world peace,
Saddam Hussein must do what he promised.

For the sake of having an international
body which is effective, the United Nations
must make the resolve, must be resolved to
deal with this person, must resolve itself to
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be something more than the League of Na-
tions, must resolve itself to be more than just
a debating society, must resolve itself to help
keep international peace.

It’s an important time in our history to de-
termine whether or not we’re going to be
a nation which is willing to work with others
to keep the peace. The answer is, you bet.
But if they won't, the United Nations can’t
make its mind up, if Saddam Hussein won’t
disarm, we will lead a coalition to disarm him
for the sake of peace.

These are the new realities we face in
America, the serious realities that we must
deal with for the sake of our children, for
the sake of our children’s children. The new
reality here at home is to do everything we
can to protect the American people from a
possible attack.

I want to thank you for training a good
man named Tom Ridge to be the first Ad-
viser on Homeland Security. He’s doing a
very good job. I know you're proud of him,
and so am I. Our friend has not let us down.
One of the things he advised me, along with
others in my administration, was that the best
way to protect the American people in the
long run is to set up a Department of Home-
land Security.

Let me explain to you why. First of all,
you've got to know that there’s a lot of good
people working a lot of long hours to do ev-
erything we can to disrupt, deny any enemy.
If we get a hint that somebody’s thinking
about doing something to us, moving, trying
to do something to us, we are moving. We're
absolutely on alert. We're doing everything
we can to protect the American people.

I appreciate that the House of Representa-
tives moved incredibly quickly on a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. They passed a
really good measure. It gives us a chance with
the homeland security to take over 100 agen-
cies involved with defending the homeland
and putting many of their functions under
one Department, so that the number one pri-
ority of these agencies and/or the good peo-
ple working in these agencies is your protec-
tion.

One way to make sure we focus the atten-
tion of a scattered group of agencies is to
have one agency, so that if need be, cultures
can change; if need be, there can be a direct
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focus. The Senate can’t get the job done.
They've yet to get the job done. I want to
thank Senator Specter’s leadership on this
issue. He’s deeply concerned about the pro-
tection of the homeland. He and I have had
some quality discussions on this issue.

But let me tell you what the problem is
in the Senate, from my perspective—that the
Senate has said, “We will give you a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, but you've got
to pay a price. And the price is, is that we'll
roll back an important authority that every
President since John F. Kennedy has had.”
And that authority says that I have the ability
to suspend certain labor rules for the sake
of national security. For the sake of secu-
rity—securing the country, we won't have
labor rules get in the way of the President
being able to do whatever it takes to protect
America.

We've got a border which we must en-
force. We need to know who’s coming into
America, what they’re bringing into America,
and if theyre leaving when they say theyre
going to leave America. It’s an important
function of the Federal Government. Except
there’s three different agencies down
there—three agencies full of really fine peo-
ple. You've got your Customs, your INS, and
your Border Patrol. Sometimes they have dif-
ferent strategies per sector along the border.
They're wearing different uniforms. They've
got different cultures. They all share in the
responsibility of protecting our border. For
the sake of homeland security, this adminis-
tration and future administrations must have
the ability to put the right people at the right
place at the right time to protect America.

We asked Customs agents to wear a radio-
logical detection device to determine wheth-
er or not weapons of mass destruction were
coming into America. It made sense to us.
If you're worried about weapons of mass de-
struction, wear one of these devices. The
head of the working group there said, “No,
we’re not going to have this on a mandatory
basis.” For the sake of national security, that
work rule ought to be suspended.

Now, they got it finally resolved. It took
4 months of discussions to determine wheth-
er or not Customs agents ought to be wearing
a radiological detection device. Look, work
rules are important. The right to people to
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organize is very important. But for the sake
of national security, the Senate will not take
away one of the most precious authorities
Presidents since John F. Kennedy has had.

I know this: I wouldn’t have to worry about
Jim Gerlach’s vote on this issue. I know
where he would stand. The best way to se-
cure America, however, is to hunt the enemy
down, one person at a time, and bring them
to justice. The best way to protect America
is to find these killers where they try to hide
and bring them to justice, which exactly is
what the United States of America is going
to do.

And we’re making good progress. We're
making good progress. Sometimes it’s hard
to tell it, because this is not the kind of war
that we’re used to. You used to—could count
territories seized or tanks destroyed or air-
planes knocked out of the sky and say, “Gosh,
we're making progress. The fleet has been
damaged.  Therefore, ~were  making
progress.” These are killers who hide in caves
and send youngsters to their suicidal deaths.
That’s who we're trying to find. They kind
of ooch around the dark corners of the world
and look out, peep out around the corner.
In the meantime, send these suicide squads.
It doesn’t require a lot of equipment. It
doesn’t require a lot of money, although
we're doing everything we can to cut off their
money. But we’re making progress.

One reason we're making progress is the
doctrine that says, “Either you're with us, or
you're with the enemy”—it still stands. That
doctrine is firm. Our coalition partners un-
derstand the stakes. This bombing in Indo-
nesia reminded everybody how dangerous
these people can be. They don’t care about
innocent life. They could care less. It doesn’t
bother them in the least that innocent citi-
zens lose their life. What bothers them,
though, is that the United States and our
friends and allies are on the hunt. And we're
going to stay on the hunt. We're going to
get them running, and we're going to keep
them running until we bring them to justice.

Slowly but surely, were finding them.
Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them down,
one person at a time. We’ve probably hauled
in or arrested, whatever you want to call it,
a couple of thousand. Like number weren’t
as lucky. The point is, is that when you com-
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bine it all, we’ve made a fairly good size dent
into the Al Qaida terrorist network. The
other day a guy named bin al-Shibh popped
his head up. He’s no longer a problem for
the United States of America.

It takes awhile. It’s going to take awhile.
It’s just the realities of the 21st century. The
new kind of war is going to require a patience
and determination by this great Nation. See,
we remember. We not only remember what
took place; we also understand the stakes.
We understand our responsibilities. We un-
derstand our duty to not only people who
live in this country, but because every life
matters, we understand our duty elsewhere.
And that is to defend freedom. Slowly but
surely, we're going to defend, and we're
going to defeat this enemy.

And it doesn’t matter how long it takes,
my fellow Americans. It just doesn’t matter,
as far as I'm concerned. There is not a cal-
endar on my desk that says, well, such and
such a date, it’s time to haul them home;
it’s time to quit. That’s not how we think in
America. Tomorrow I'm going to sign a de-
fense appropriations bill, one of the largest
increase—the largest increase since Ronald
Reagan was the President, for two reasons—
two reasons. I want to share with you why
I asked for this increase.

I want to thank the Senate; I want to thank
the House for passing that bill. We're going
to send two messages. One, anytime we put
our troops into harm’s way, they deserve the
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. That’s the very least we owe
them and their loved ones. And for those of
you who have got loved ones in the military,
our military has my complete confidence.
There’s no finer group of men and women
who wear the uniform than the uniform of
the United States of America.

And the second message we send, it
doesn’t matter how long it takes, this country
is in for the long haul, that we believe in
freedom, that we understand obligations,
that we understand that some in the world
may blink, but we’re not blinking. We know
that history has called us into action, and
we're going to do everything we can to de-
fend America and to defend the freedoms
which we hold dear.
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There’s no question in my mind we're
going to succeed. I want you to know how
I feel. I'm an optimist about the future. I'm
an optimist because I know this, that if we
remain tough and if we're strong and we con-
tinue to speak clearly about that which mat-
ters in life, if we hold dear the values of free-
dom, if we fight terror, we can achieve peace.
We can achieve peace not only for America;
we can achieve peace in parts of the world
where some have quit on peace. We can
achieve peace in the Middle East, can
achieve peace in South Asia.

No, the United States has got an oppor-
tunity to lead the world toward peace. The
enemy hit us. They didn’t know who they
were hitting. They probably thought we’d file
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t un-
derstand America. They don’t understand
our people. They don’t understand our cour-
age. They don’t understand our drive. They
don’t understand that we long for peace, but
we're tough enough to achieve the peace if
we have to be. That’s what they don’t know.

And what they didn’t also understand is
that here at home, the evil done to us is going
to lead to a better America—is going to lead
to a better America. Now, Government can
help—Government can help have a better
America. We have a good education system.
We're working hard to achieve that. We need
to make sure our medical systems are mod-
ern. Listen, medicine has changed. Medicare
hadn’t. Medicine has evolved. Medicare is es-
sentially stuck in the past. For the sake of
our seniors, for the sake of a better life, we
need to modernize Medicare and make sure
there’s a prescription drug benefit for our
seniors.

We need to make sure, as we rewrite the
welfare laws, as Jim can tell you, it’s impor-
tant to make sure that work is the corner-
stone of welfare policy. People find dignity
in work, and therefore we can make America
a better life by helping people find work and
be trained for work and be qualified for work.

But Government is limited in its capacity
to make America a better place. We can hand
out money, but what Government cannot do
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of
purpose in people’s lives. This is done when
a fellow American puts their arm around
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somebody in need and says, “I love you.”
That’s how that is done.

America is going to be a better country
after the evil done to us, because we under-
stand that in order to change America, we
can do so, one person, one soul, one con-
science at a time, by loving somebody just
like we’d like to be loved ourselves. Out of
the evil done to America is going to come
incredible good, because this Nation’s
strength lies not in the halls of our Govern-
ment but in the hearts and souls of the Amer-
ican citizens.

A lot of good folks took a step back after
that fateful day and said, “What is my life
all about?” Moms and dads say, “We're lucky
enough to be a mother or a dad. I'm going
to remind my child every single day I love
them.” A lot of good folks said, “T want to
help the community in which I live be a bet-
ter place.”

No, the enemy hit us, but in so doing, they
aroused an American spirit that understands
that being a patriot is somebody more than
just putting your hand over your heart. Being
a patriot is serving a cause greater than your-
self. Being a patriot is helping those who hurt
find solace, those who are hungry find food,
those who yearn for love find love.

No, the enemy hit us, but they didn’t know
who they were hitting. There’s no question
in my mind that we can achieve peace.
There’s no question in my mind that we will
be a better country, because this is the finest
country, full of the greatest people on the
face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming. May God bless, and
may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at the
United Sports Training Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Jim Gerlach, candidate for Penn-
sylvania’s 6th Congressional District; guber-
natorial candidate Mike Fisher; Jane M. Earll,
candidate for Lieutenant Governor; Melissa
Brown, candidate for Pennsylvania’s 13th Con-
gressional District; Gov. Mark Schweiker of Penn-
sylvania; Alan P. Novak, State chairman, and Rob-
ert Asher, national committeeman, Republican
State Commiittee of Pennsylvania; President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.
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Remarks in Bangor, Maine
October 22, 2002

The President. Thanks a lot for coming.
Thank you all.

Audience member. We love you, George!

The President. I'm glad I came. Thank
you.

Congressman, thank you for that kind in-
troduction.

I'm here for a couple of reasons. One, I
always like to come to Maine. Sometimes I
come to get instructions from my mother.
[Laughter] Every time I come, I've enjoyed
being here. It’s a beautiful place. I thank you
for your hospitality. I thank you all for com-
ing out. I thank you for your deep concern
for our country, and thanks for your partici-
pation in the political process.

I'm here because there’s no question in
my mind, Kevin Raye will make a great
United States Congressman. I'm here be-
cause I have learned a lot about Susan Col-
lins. There is no doubt in my mind, she is
a great United States Senator. And for the
sake of Maine and for the sake of the United
States, you need to send her back to the Sen-
ate. I'm here because I firmly believe that
Peter Cianchette will make a great Governor
for Maine.

I am here because I want to talk about
how we can work together to make America
a safer, a stronger, and a better country. I
mean a safer and stronger and better country
for Republicans, for Democrats, for people
who don’t give a hoot about politics.

First, I want to apologize and tell you, you
drew the short straw. Laura was tied up—
[laughter]—so you got stuck with me. I want
to tell you, she’s doing great. Many of you
have—some of you have told me, I bet many
of you feel this way, that you say prayers for
Laura and me and the family. I want to thank
you from the bottom of our heart for that.
It means a lot. And we’re doing well.

You know, when I married Laura she was
a public school librarian.

Audience member. Oh, yeah!

The President. There’s always one in
every crowd—([laughter]—a special breed, I
might add. She didn’t like politics, wasn’t too
keen on politicians either. [Laughter] Now
here she is, the First Lady of the United
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States and a fabulous one at that. She’s calm.
She’s steady. She’s got a great smile. She
cares deeply about our children. The people
of the country now understand why I asked
her to marry me. A lot of them are wondering
why she said yes. [Laughter]

But she sends her best, as do I, as do I
to not only Susan Collins but to a really fine
lady who represents Maine, a United States
Senator who’s got a lot of class, a lot of wis-
dom, a lot of power, somebody with whom
I enjoy working, somebody who is making
a difference for America, and that is Olympia
Snowe.

We've got a man up here who wants to
be one of my mother and dad’s Congress-
men. He’s got him one in Houston, and he’s
got one in Maine, and he hopes to have a
new one. And the guy’s name is Steven Joyce,
running for the U.S. Congress. My only ad-
vice, Steven, is that when you win, you make
sure you answer their mail.

I'm so proud to be here with Kathy Wat-
son, who is the chairman of the Republican
Party for Maine. Jan Staples, who is the na-
tional committeewoman for Maine. I want
to thank our high school choir and high
school band who are here today.

But most of all, T want to thank you all
for coming. I want to thank the grassroots
activists who are here. I want to thank the
people who take time, who work hard to
make sure that the democracy is strong. I
want to thank you very much for your efforts
on behalf of all candidates. I want to thank
you for what you have done. I want to thank
you for what youre going to do, and that
is to turn out the votes for these candidates
on November the 5th.

When I say that I understand Susan Col-
lins, T do. I've worked closely with her. I've
worked with her on key issues that face the
country. There was no stronger supporter for
the No Child Left Behind Act than Susan
Collins. You see, we passed a meaningful
piece of education reform. I want to describe
to you right quick the key ingredients on this
piece of legislation, and youll understand
why I'm so proud of the work that she did,
along with Olympia.

First of all, the bill challenges what I call
the soft bigotry of low expectations. You see,



